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Wombat

anchors

position

By CORTLAN BENNETT

“WHACK in a wombat!"
It may sound Hke animal cruelty,

T‘M'Wumbatrndd mnchor books
A plastic propeller on & stick.
genlous deviee, which

250kg. And it does it in shallow
sand, with just a twist of the wrist.
Lilee all the
‘Wombat's strength bs its simplicity.
oy Australia's
chief execulive it
15 the culmination of 14 years” work
in the construction

wanted Lo provide a cheap, light,
reusable anchoring point that

pie could use to tie up

from their pet in the park, to their
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boat on the beach or a lght
atreraft on the ground,

It nesded o be arsd
stable enough to pull foaar-
wheel-drives out of the sand when

there were no trees avadlable to
anchor a winch,

The mone Mr Lewenhoff thought
about it, the more uses sprang to
mﬂ:muﬂn;ammm
trampolines, swings, large pot-
plants and trees, and creating
temporary boat

moorings.
But how to achieve all this?
Then, 15 months ago, Mr Le-

“The theory has always been
that whatever you put in the
ground has to be very rgld, was

not: to flex at all, and you
used hm:mm:tm."
Mr Lawenhoff sald

“But we were always having
problems making this very small,
anchor work effec-
tve! was too . Lo
mpﬂhthepmmdmhadm
g0 down too deep,
“It was pever user-fiendly in
steel Bo, about 15 months ago 1

declded to letely change the
coneept of members in the
ground and go fexible to see what
happened.”

QUICK FIX: Steve Lewenhotf's rapid ancher invention, the Wombat.

well — until T tried to remove it from
the ground,” Mr Lewenholl said.

‘What he found was that, as the
nylon helix screwed into  the
ground, it splayed apart. But
because of ita plastic design, the
myore It splayed, the more counter-
force was applied — which acted
as & better clamp in the sand.

With

that the clamping action remained
while the Wombat was screwed in,
but reversed when It was screwed
out. The result was a lightweight,
shallow rod that could hold a
phenomenal amount of weight.

to remove once in the ground —
several Wombats could be grouped
o hold even more welght.,

“The boating industry has
embraced it with open arms,"” Mr
Lewenhofl sald. “It can be used as
a portable anchor, a8 well a8 a
temporary mooring underwater,”

Burprisingly, the aviation indus-
try has also adopted it just as
enthusiastically

an anchoring system with it to te

Picture: MATALIE SLADE
it down once it has landed,” Mr
Lewenhoff said.

“Before, it used to be a sledge-
hammer and & bunch of metal star
plokets, which weighed a lot and
meant less cargo could be carried.

“But the wombat weighs less
than 400g and you don't need a
sgledgehammer to put it in."

The company his donated hun-
dreds of Wombats to the Royal
Flying Doctor Service,

This may just be the tip of the
kceberg. A larger, Industrial ver-
sion should be ready in 18 months,
aceording to Mr Lewenhoff, which
could radically alter the construe-
tion industry,

“The expanding. Nexible helix
has the potential to change what
the econstruction industry does
worldwide,” he said. “From the
Wombat, we will develop smaller
and cheaper structural ground
anchors, especially with stesl so
EXPEnSive now,

“It has the potential to reduce
construction costs to about a
third, simply because (our
anchors) don't need to be big
and strong. and don't need a large
machine to put them in the

ml.l.l'id
wne. rapidanchor.com  for
MM‘I‘ iryformation.



